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On June 12th, the worship will feature a service of confirmation. Confirmation is a time when young     

people (ages 12-13) make their public profession of faith in Jesus Christ. Let me introduce you to 

our three candidates for confirmation. 

First we have Quinn Holler who will be 14 years old this summer. She lives with her parents, Rita 

and John Holler on Main Street in Berlin Heights and her sisters, Meredith and Sara.  Another sister, 

Rylie is away at college.  Quinn is involved in volleyball and plays the flute in school. Her hobbies 

are reading, sports, and riding four wheelers. She has a pet turtle named Ramona. 

Next we have Alex Burnham, a 13 year old who lives with his dad, Joe, on  Andress Road. He has 

three sisters, Julianna, Audrianna, and Alexis.  He has a pet cat and likes football and soccer. Alex 

likes to read and spends a lot of time at the Berlin Heights Public Library. 

Finally, we have Korey McDonald who lives on Lake Street catty-corner from the church. He lives 

with his mom and dad, Misty and Jeff, and his brothers, Kyle and Kameron. He has a pet leopard 

gecko and likes soccer, track and tennis. Korey likes to collect marbles and read books. 

It will be my privilege to confirm this fine young people as the entire church is behind their decision 

to follow Christ. In fact, they each have a sponsor who will help guide them in their Christian walk. 

For Quinn Holler we have Becky Coleman, for Alex Burnham we have Michellie Martinek , and for 

Korey McDonald we have Marianne Snyder. 

You won’t want to miss this exciting and inspiring service. Remember, it is also communion and 

Pentecost Sunday. Don’t forget to wear something red. 

Peace and grace to all, 

Rev. Gary 

                                       From the Pastor  
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2011  Confirmation Class 
 

Alex Burnham,  Korey McDonald and Quinn Holler 
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Remember in Prayer 

The family of Frank Konst, Vacation Bible School and staff, Amanda Johnson (going on a mission 

trip to Cambodia), Lou Ann Gioffre, Cara Smith, Stewardship Team, Brenda Russell, Cathy Knox, 

Pat Clemens, people fighting cancer, and all who are suffering as a result of disasters.                     

                                                              —Mary Ann Robinson—Prayer Chain 

  

A Big Thank You for my many greetings during my illness.  It sure helps the day.                           

                    —Gladys Knott 

  

Thank You for your recent contribution to Big Brothers Big Sister of Erie-Seneca Counties from 

Women’s Fellowship.  With your support, we can continue our   mission of putting friends into the 

lives of children through one-to-one mentoring and hope into those children’s futures.     

                                       –Big Brothers Big Sisters of Erie County 

  

I want to thank you for your generous contribution from Women’s Fellowship—it’s appreciated in 

this challenging economy.  May God bless you and your compassionate support.  

                                                                            —Church World Service—Rev. John McCullough  

 

In Memory of Phil Grech who passed away on March 30. A donation of $100 was sent to Back Bay 

Mission.    Phil had been on several mission trips to Back Bay and always considered  Back Bay a 

calling for him.  His proudest moment occurred during the 2010 season when he took his daughter, 

Kirsten to Biloxi.         —Point of Light 

 



 

 

 

5 

 

 

 

Congratulation to Our Graduates 

 

Sam Deehr 

Amber Harkey 

Lisa Harkey 

Alyssa Koelsch 

Kyle McDonald 

Abbi Plunket 

Jack Plunket 

 

"And God is able to make all grace 

abound to you, so that in all things 

at all times, having all that you need,  you will abound in every   good work..‖ 

— 2 Corinthians 9:8 
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Make yourself necessary to somebody.”  --Ralph Waldo Emerson 
  

 You have brains in your head.  

 You have feet in your shoes. 

 You can steer yourself in any direction you choose.  

 You're on your own. And you know what you know.  

 You are the guy who'll decide where to go.‖          --Dr. Suess  

 

                        

  
Jeff and Misty McDonald invite you to celebrate Kyle McDonald’s graduation on 

Saturday, June 18 at 4:00pm at 9 Lake St. Berlin Heights, Ohio (Kyle’s home)  

He will be attending Heidelberg University in the fall majoring in Music Industry. 

—Jeff and Misty McDonald 

 

 

  

Steve and Kathy Deehr invites you to celebrate the graduation of Sam Deehr on June 

12, 2011 from 1pm-6pm at the Berlin Heights Conservation Club. 

— Steve and Kathy Deehr  
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Sun., June 5  Seventh Sunday of Easter 
Acts 1:6-14 
Psalm 68:1-10, 32-35 
1 Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11 
John 17:1-11 
  

  

Sun., June 12 
Pentecost Sunday 
Acts 2:1-21 or Numbers 11:24-30 
Psalm 104:24-34, 35b 
1 Corinthians 12:3b-13 
or Acts 2:1-21 
John 20:19-23 or John 7:37-39 
  

  

Sun., June 19 
Trinity Sunday 
Genesis 1:1—2:4a 
Psalm 8 
2 Corinthians 13:11-13 
Matthew 28:16-20 
  
  

Sun., June 26 
Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Genesis 22:1-14 
Psalm 13 
Romans 6:12-23 
Matthew 10:40-42 
  

Revised Common Lectionary Daily Readings, copyright © 2005 Consultation on Common Texts. commontexts.org. Used by permission. This resource may 
be reproduced by congregations for their own worship and educational activities. Provided by the Massachusetts Conference, United Church of Christ – 
made possible by Our Church’s Wider Mission Basic Support and Fellowship Dues. 

  

 

 

Worship is 

the Beating Heart of the Church! 
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Heart of the Church 

 
 

  

 

 

  

  

 

  

 

 

 Vacation Bible School  

Where:  First Congregational Church 
  

(The Big White Church-  

5 Main St. Berlin Heights) 

  

When:  June 13-17th 

Time: 9:00 – 12:00 p.m. 
  

For: Children 4 yrs.of age-incoming 6th Graders  

More Information: Call: 419-588-2102 (church office) 

  

Interested in helping out?  

In need of Teen Assistants & Adult Helpers 

  

Don’t Miss the Beach Celebration!! 
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Fisher-Titus Medical Center             Health Ministry Program 

June is Home Safety Month.  

The National Home Safety Council (www.homesafetycouncil.org) has some tips for keeping your 

home safe. 

Prevent Falls- have grab bars in showers and tubs; bright lights over stairs and steps; handrails for 

stairs on both sides of the stairs; use a ladder instead of furniture for reaching high items and lastly 

have baby gates at tops and bottoms of stairs. 

Prevent Poisoning- lock poisons out of reach of children and confused people; Keep all cleaners in 

original containers; Use medication carefully, following directions and keeping out of reach of 

children; Install carbon monoxide detectors in sleeping areas. Call the Poison control center if 

someone takes poison, Poison Control Center             1-800-222-1222. 

Prevent Fires and Burns- Have working smoke detectors; Stay by the stove when cooking; Keep 

space heaters at least 3 feet away from anything that can burn and turn them off when you go to 

sleep; only light candles if an adult is in the room and blow out candles when you leave the room or 

go to sleep. 

Prevent Choking and Suffocation- if something fits through a paper towel tube a child can choke 

on it; place children to bed on their backs, with no pillows, comforters or toys in the crib; Keep 

window cords out of reach of children; read all labels on toys and make sure your child is old enough 

to play with them. Be sure that your child is sitting while eating and taking small bites of food. 

Water safety- Stay an arm’s length of children while in and around water; Put a fence up around a 

pool; Empty large buckets and wading pools after use and keep upside down when not in use; Make 

sure children always swim with a grownup and never swim alone; keep hot water at or below 120º F 

to      prevent burns. 

“For the Lord gives wisdom; from His mouth come knowledge and understanding; He stores 

up sound wisdom for the upright; He is a shield to those who walk uprightly.” Proverbs 2:6,7.              

       Jill Schafer, RN  Deb Oehling, RN 

http://www.homesafetycouncil.org/
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      Deb Oehling, RN 

  

  
  

 God’s Love Knows No Bounds… Strengthen the Church  

  

 Close your eyes. Imagine a church that spans boundaries. Now open your eyes… and see 

Iglesia sin Fronteras/Church without Borders UCC, serving people from both sides of the Ciudad 

Juárez-El Paso border. Strengthen the Church is   helping this new church start!  

 The UCC’s Southwest Conference has had Hispanic congregations, including Iglesia La 

Trinidad UCC in El Paso, Texas, since its founding. Lay people from La Trinidad have been crossing 

to the Juárez site to do social service work.   Las Iglesias Cristianas Congregacionalales de Mexico, 

concentrated on Mexico’s Pacific coast, have a strong sense of mission to their brothers and sisters 

in Mexico’s north. Members of Iglesia Congregacional de Mazatlan have made the 20-hour bus ride 

to minister to people attracted from the interior of Mexico by jobs in the border plants around Juárez. 

To the Spanish-speaking community of Ciudad Juárez and El Paso, the two cities on either side of 

the border have always been one; and it is in this spirit that this new church is being established.  

 Christ expects us to feed the hungry and heal the sick. Work guided by Pastor Raúl Blanco 

Valdez is meeting those expectations: diabetes testing, reading classes, health education, vision and 

dental clinics. Women are learning income-generating handcrafts, youth are helped with drug 

problems, and children are offered English and computer classes. The congregation worships in a 

sanctuary constructed by volunteer work groups from across the UCC.  

 Our vision is that this church will provide a strong Protestant witness to lower- and middle-

income people attracted to the economy of the Mexico/USA  border. We expect this partnership to 

bless communities where God’s love knows no bounds.                      

                                          Strengthen the Church special mission offering! 

  

Acts2:1-21 or Numbers11:24-30     —Point of Light  

Psalm 104:24-34, 35b  

1 Corinthians12:3b-13 orActs2:1-21  

John 20:19-23 orJohn 7:37-39 
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Angel Food   Order Date” 

Sunday, June 5th Fowler Room at First Congregational UCC 

Wednesday, June 8th 11am-1pm BHCC 

Distribution Date:  Saturday, June 25 ——   10am BHCC 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

The letters and response cards are out to members of the church and the time is near to respond to 

Bridge the Budget Gap drive.  We have heard during the 45 Seconds moment in worship the reason 

members and friends love the church.   We ask you to pray and consider your response.   

           —Barb Bement, Dorothy Daniels, Andy Aruskevicius  

                     Christian Enlistment  

  

  

Christian Enlistment is proud that we have formed a Stewardship Team.  We are 

thankful to  Lindsay Aruskevicius,  Connie Deehr, Evelyn and  Lawrence  Johns, Wilma Jean Kernell, 

Pauline Malone, Linda Phillips, Amy and Dan Pogacsnik, Marianne Snyder, Roger Wallace, Ethel 

Lois Smith, Mary Ann Robinson including your Christian Enlistment  committee:   Andy Aruskevicius, 

Barb Bement and Dorothy Daniels.       —Christian Enlistment 2011 

 

 

 



 

 

 

13 

 

 

It is Time for the Church    

to Go Green   

 

Recycling Services.  Start with you waste 

management service to determine what 

recycling services they offer.  If you are unsure about recycling services in your area, go 

to www.local.com and type in ―recycling services‖ in the first search box and type in your 

city in the second sear box.  It will bring up services in your area.      

Recycle Plastic Water Bottles.  Encourage recycling the plastic water bottles or reuse 

them.   

Recycle Plastic Communion Cups.  Recycle plastic communion cups along with your 

plastic water bottles and other recyclable plastics. 

Use Recycled Paper.  Recycled paper can be purchased at any office supply store. 

Reduce Junk Mail.  Opt out of junk mail—use the following link to for more information:  

hhp://clarkhoward.com/liveweb/shownotes/2008/05/21/13576.     

                           —Point of Light   Becky Coleman 

Point of Light  have taken steps to replace the American flag.  Our tattered flag was  

given to the American Legion to be disposed of properly.   

Remember our Rummage Sale during the  Basket Festival with the monies going to the 

operating fund and a mission.      —Point of Light 
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Garage Tool 

Sale  
  

First Congregational Church U.C.C.  
5 E. Main St,  

Berlin Heights OH 44814 
  

Held at the Berlin Heights Community Center. 
  

 

 

Friday,        June 10     Noon – 7pm 

Saturday,   June 11      8am - Noon 

  

Spring cleaning your garage or barns     

consider donating your extra Yard,  

Garden, Carpentry, Electrical, Plumbing and    

Mechanics tools for the  church Garage Tool Sale.  

(all items must be in good working order) 

—Point of Light     Bob Bement  

We have received donations from  

 Sear Hometown Store, 60 E. Main, Norwalk, OH 44857 

 Action Auto Supply, 66 Cleveland Road, Norwalk, OH 44857 

 NAPA Auto Parts, 230 Republic St., Norwalk, OH 44857 

 P & R Hardware, 111 Whittlesey Ave, Norwalk, OH 44857 

with Wakeman Hardware, Wal-Mart, Lowe’s, and Federated Auto Parts asking for a return visit.    
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Camp GOOD Grief 2011 
     For children between the ages of 5—13    who have experienced loss 

June 20th—24th 

10:00am—2:00pm 

                       Osborn Park 

3910 E. Perkins Avenue 

Huron, OH 44839 
  

To register, please submit application forms in church office   and $10.00 material fee (scholarships 

are available) to:                                      Stein Hospice  

   ATTN:  Hope Seavers 

 1200 Sycamore Line,  

 Sandusky, OH 44870 

For more information,  

                          contact Hope Seavers at 419-625-5269 or 

 hseavers@steinhospice.org 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Holy Humor 

A Sunday School teacher began her lesson with a question, "Boys 

and girls, what do we know about God?" A hand shot up in the air. 

"He is an artist!" said the kindergarten boy. "Really? How do you  

know?" the teacher asked.    "You know - Our Father, who does art 

in Heaven... "     

                      —Norma Robson 
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Mission Moment - The Church in Every Moment 

Seventh Sunday of Easter 

June 5, 2011 

  

 The rhythm of our lives often changes during the summer, which is a good thing. It’s 

wonderful if we’re able to slow down and enjoy the beautiful outdoors, to stop and smell the flowers, 

and perhaps even to take a little vacation. But the rhythm of life in the church rarely skips a beat, 

even though some congregations may experience a few empty pews on Sunday mornings as folks 

travel and ―take a Sunday off.‖  

  

 Our churches know that the regular work of the gospel goes on, day in and day out, in every 

season. The worship and pastoral needs of the local church, the justice work in the broader 

community, and the wider mission of the United Church all go on, even in August, and they are 

supported by the faithful giving of the people in the pews, whose generosity never takes a vacation.  

  

 Thank you for remembering to give generously in support of your church’s ministry, even on 

Sundays when you are away from your own local congregation. Thank you for sharing the 

abundance with which you have been blessed so that the church, in every moment, can continue to 

be sign of God’s healing and tender mercies in a beautiful but broken world. 

  

Acts1:6-14 

Psalm 68:1-10, 32-35 

1 Peter4:12-14; 5:6-11 

John 17:1-11 
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Pentecost  

and  

 Confirmation Sunday 

  June 12, 2011 

  

  

Vision Team II —Sign-Up 

A sign-up sheet for those looking to the future of our church.   Come 

join the  vision team.       

Sign-up or contact  Dan Pogacsnik 440-839-1300  or Pastor Gary 419-

588-2102 at the church office. 

  

  

Summer Worship: 

Worship   9:30am 

June 5, 2011    

Until    

September 11, 2011  
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June Birthdays and Anniversaries 
  

June 1          Audrianna Burnham 

June 2          Dave & Monica Klarer 

June 3          Julia Whittington 

June 4          Matt & Brook Wilson 

June 4          Bill Deehr 

June 6          Darrin & Cindy Hildebrand 

June 7          Mike Old 

June 8          Connie Deehr 

June 10        Sandy Shively 

June 11        Sharon Bittner 

June 12        Tammy Shupe 

June 12        Kory McDonald 

June 15        Jack Plunkett 

June 15        Abbi Plunkett 

June 16        James & Lov Deitz 

June 17        John & Kay Hartman 

June 17        Bob Bement 

June 19        Chris & Wendy Harper 

June 19        Natalie Beatty 

June 23        Sarah Gibbs 

June 24        Kathy Old 

June 26        Dave & Tammy Shupe 

June 26        Steve Deehr 

June 26        Peg Puder 

June 26        Kay Otto 

June 26       Julia Frausto 

June 27       Kirsten Lux 

June 30       Roger Wallace 

June 30       Jeannine Johns 

June 30       John Carson 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

19 

 

 

June Worship Leaders 

June 5: Ushers: Roger Wallace, Bill Coleman 

    Alexis Burnham, Norma Robson 

  Acolytes: Garryn Snyder 

  

Children's 
Story: Becky Coleman 

  Coffee Host: Congregation 

June 12: Ushers: Roger Wallace, Bill Coleman 

    Alexis Burnham, Norma Robson 

  Acolytes: Meredith Holler 

  Children'sStory: Rev. Gary Proietti 

  Coffee Host: 

Christian Ed. 

 

June 19: Ushers: Roger Wallace, Bill Coleman 

    Alexis Burnham, Norma Robson 

  Acolytes: Aurora Bragdon 

  

Children's 
Story:   

  Coffee Hosts: Bob & Barb Bement 

June 26: Ushers: Roger Wallace, Bill Coleman 

    Alexis Burnham, Norma Robson 

  Acolytes: Sydney Johnson 

  
Children's 
Story: Nancy Wallace 

  Coffee Hosts:   
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First  Congregational Church and Society 
United Church of Christ 
Reverend Gary Proietti 
5 E. Main Street 
P.O. Box 66 
Berlin Heights, OH 44814 
419-588-2102 
e-mail address: bhcong@frontier.com 
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