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Neighbors In Need   
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Question:  

  

There are five frogs on a log and three of them decide to jump.  How many frogs are left on the log.  

Don’t answer too hastily.  The answer is five. Why?  Read the sentence again.  The answer is not found 

in simple arithmetic - the answer is determined by the   attitude of the sentence.  Three frogs decide to 

jump, and there is a difference between deciding to jump and actually jumping! 

  

Talk is cheap.  Good intentions are cheaper. In the evening, Faith and I will recap the events of the day when one of us will say, 

“You know, one of these days we ought to clean out that closet.”  A few minutes will pass and one of us will say, “You know, It 

wouldn’t be a bad idea to get out the paint and touch up these walls.” For some reason, we find it much more satisfying to talk 

about or think about what needs to be done, than actually doing it.  Maybe that’s why I love to kick back in my favorite recliner 

chair and watch the home improvement channel. Hmmm. 

There are those who talk about the love of God and there are those who put the love of God into action.  There are those who 

have “decided” to follow Jesus, until Jesus asks them to take a little walk to the cross.  There are entire churches that make  

stewardship promises and set goals to bring more people into the church. And then there are churches that are out in the 

highways and hedges compelling everything that moves to be part of the wonderful family of faith. 

Got an attic that needs clearing out (there’s a church rummage sale somewhere in the area).  Got an unruly hedge that needs to 

bet trimmed or a bunch of clothes that need to be mended.  First thing to do is to take a deep breath.  Deep breaths are great 

for swimming under water, giving birth and getting things accomplished.  Then it’s good to shake your head side to side and let 

your lips flap around like a Warner Brothers’ cartoon character and walk right up to that  project, take it squarely in the shoulders 

and talk to it.  Say, “Project, you are not going to sit there staring at me day after day while I think about getting to you. You are 

toast!  Hasta la vista, baby.” 

  

Whadda you know?  The world is changing and goals are being accomplished and maybe - just maybe, something will get done 

that will bring a lost soul into the kingdom.  Maybe we can snatch a youngster from hanging with the wrong crowd. But then, 

maybe, we can just appoint a committee to talk about it for a while. 

  

Never put off mañana, what you should have done yesterday. 

  

Your pastor and sometime procrastinator, 

Rev. Gary 
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Remember in Prayer 

Ray Gibbs, Don Hupfer, Penny Kishman, John Schuh, , Rusty Hayes,                                                          Kenny 

Hahn,  LeRoy Hayes, our Government leaders, Jim & Jean Nickols,  

Tom & Jackie Holland, the Stewardship Team, the Vision Team,  

Judy Shover, area farmers, people fighting cancer, and all who are suffering 

as a result of natures disasters. 

  
  

New Address: 

Kenny Hahn’s address: 

678-D Katherine Ave. 

Ashland OH 44805 

  

  

Thank You 

  

 

Dear Church Family,   

  

I would like to thank everyone who was responsible for the surprise on September 11, 2011.  It was very thoughtful to 

plant a tree in my honor as Sunday School Superintendent. 

  

It was truly a surprise and I thank you from the bottom of my heart.  

   Sincerely,  Pauline Malone 

  

 

 

  

Thank you for the  birthday cake.  It was a surprise! 

Thank you for thinking of me.  Pastor Gary  
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Berlin Heights Community Center Presents     
  

  

Eat Spaghetti! 
Help a Good Cause! 

Monday September 26th, 6pm 

In the Fowler Room   at First Congregational Church 

Tickets $8.00, 2 for $15.00 

Get tickets at the door. Includes drink, salad, dessert. 

ALL PROCEEDS BENEFIT THE 

BHCC AFTER SCHOOL CLUB 

A safe place for kids to stay until their parents get home from work. 

     ñLinda Phillips 

  
  
  
  
  

Womenõs Fellowship Meeting  

  

Tuesday, October 4, 2011 at 7:00pm 

In the Fowler room at the church 

Lisa Marcum will present a program on  òCouponingó.   

Hostess:     Evelyn Johns  

Devotions:  Wilma Jean Kernell  

  

*Need gift wrap and ribbon for our November meetings’ service project.  Let Pauline Malone know if you can help.   

 ñWomenõs Fellowship 
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Sunday, October  2  

27th Sunday in Ordinary Time  

Exodus 20:1-4, 7-9, 12-20  

Psalm 19  

Philippians 3:4b-14  

Matthew 21:33-46 
  
  

 Sunday, October 9  

28th Sunday in Ordinary Time  

Exodus 32:1-14  

Psalm 106:1-6, 19-23  

Philippians 4:1-9  

Matthew 22:1-14 
  
  

 Sunday, October  16  

29th Sunday in Ordinary Time  

Exodus 33:12-23  

Psalm 99  

1 Thessalonians 1:1-10  

Matthew 22:15-22 
  
  

 Sunday, October  23  

30th Sunday in Ordinary Time  

Deuteronomy 34:1-12  

Psalm 90:1-6, 13-17  

1 Thessalonians 2:1-8  

Matthew 22:34-46 
  
  

 Sunday, October  30  

31st Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Joshua 3:7-17  

Psalm 107:1-7, 33-37 1 

Thessalonians 2:9-13  

Matthew 23:1-12 

Lectionary 
--Diaconate 

Neighbors In Need  Offering  

  

 Through the Neighbors in Need offering, 

the church expresses a common commitment to 

justice and compassion throughout the United 

States and Puerto Rico. One-third of the offering 

undergirds the work of the Council for American 

Indian Ministry (CAIM), including much-needed 

financial support for 20 American Indian   

congregations in the UCC. Two-thirds of the 

offering supports justice   advocacy and direct 

service projects such as just-peace programs and 

community grants.  
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Rally  Sunday  September 11, 2011 
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A Oak tree was dedicated in honor of Pauline Malone’s 21 years as 
our Sunday School Superintendent.  Thanks Pauline.   
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During worship on September 11, the volunteer fire fighters 
present  received honors.   
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Firelands Habitat for Humanity   

Firelands Habitat For Humanity is a volunteer-driven organization. We welcome people from all 

walks of life to join us as we build simple, decent, affordable houses in partnership with God and 

families in need. 

  

Though the vast majority has no construction experience or building skills, volunteers are involved 

in most phases of construction. By working side-by-side with the family who will live in the house, 

our volunteers experience for themselves the joy created when a family is able to realize their 

dream of home ownership. 

Firelands Habitat for Humanity  365 Main St, Suite A, Huron, Oh  (419) 433-2609 or toll free (877) 

374-3487 or  fax (419) 433-4471 

  

ReStore (Firelands Habitat for Humanity) 
  
Needs your donations.of almost any items you take out of your home. Especially needed are 

doors, windows, cabinets (kitchen or other) and working appliances ( 10 years or less). But any 

building or remodeling material that's in good shape can be recycled through the ReStore, saving 

you dumping costs and providing a tax deduction as well.  Equally important, your donations will 

go back into the community to help people who are upgrading their homes. The ReStore resells 

your new or used items (as well as corporate donations) for 50% to 70% off retail prices. All 

operating profits from ReStore sales go into Habitat's building program, helping provide adequate 

housing for Huron and Erie County families. 

Hours:  10:00 AM to 4:00 PM  Thursday, Friday, Saturday 

Phone: (419) 602-1205      or  to schedule a pick up in advance 

Location:  North Coast Marketplace 11001 U.S. Route 250, Milan, OH 44846 

     ñPoint of Light 
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Neighbors 

in Need    

is a special mission offering 

that supports works of 

justice and compassion in 

the United States and 

abroad. Two-thirds of the 

Neighbors In Need   

receipts support program 

initiatives and direct grants 

offered through the UCC’s 

Justice and Witness 

Ministries. More directly, 

Neighbors in Need makes 

available grants up to 

$3,000 twice a year in 

March and September.  
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Fisher-Titus Medical Center  

272 Benedict Avenue Norwalk, OH 44857 

Health Ministry Program 

October is Breast Cancer Awareness Month. Breast Cancer is the most common cancer in 

women, besides skin cancer. 1% of men over the age of 60 develop breast cancer. If breast cancer 

is caught early, the chances for survival increase dramatically. At this time there is no guaranteed 

way to prevent breast cancer but you can help to detect it early by: 

§ Obtain regular mammography screenings starting at the age of 40 or  earlier if 

recommended by your health care provider 

§ Get a yearly clinical breast exam 

§ Do monthly breast-self exams 

§ Visit your health care provider yearly to do a risk assessment 

No matter your age, take action to protect your health now. Practice routine health screenings, 

maintain a healthy weight, and engage in moderate exercise daily. Reduce alcohol intake. If you are 

considering the use of hormone therapy, discuss the risks and benefits with your health care 

provider. (Taken from National Breast Cancer Foundation) 

ñAnd let us not grow weary while doing good, for in due season  

we shall reap if we do not lose heart.ò    ðGalatians 6:9. 

                                 ðJill Schafer, Parish Nurse  

 

 

 

  

Firelands Regional  Medical Center 

1111 Hayes Avenue, Sandusky, OH 44870  

Free blood pressure screenings at Sandusky Mall Walk –  

Every  Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday  

(except holidays)       8:00 AM  -  10:00AM.  

                                                                                        ñwww.firelands 
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Angel Food Ministries in Georgia has been suspended and 
so we bring our involvement to an end.    

We have been happy to have had participated in this ministry for 5 years, but it has come to an end.  

What should we do now?   Any suggestions let Pauline Malone, Evelyn Johns or Barb Bement or 

Mary Ann at the church office know.                ñWomenõs Fellowship 

 

 

Bridge the Budget Gap has reached 77% of the goal.  On October 16, we will bring the drive 

to a close.  If you have been waiting to participate, there is time.  Your donation will be gratefully 

appreciated.     

     ñChristian Enlistment  

 

 

 

 

Psalm 50:5      5“Gather around me, my godly people 

  who have made a pledge to me through sacrifices.” 

  

 Christian Enlistment met  Wednesday , September 14 and we used the words.gathering, 

hearth and home.  The CE/Stewardship 2012 theme is              

    

     òGather My People Home" . 
 

 We want everyone to be informed and get excited about 2012 church year.  We will be 

visiting family to family.  Thanks to Brad and Linda Phillips we have baskets which will be filled with a 

small gift , 2010 budget, commitment cards and envelopes.   
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 We are seeking 12 people to be captains for this undertaking.  The captain will place a small 

gift in the basket for the family to start.then each family is asked to prayerfully consider their financial  

response for 2012.  When they have made their decision, they place a small gift in the basket and 

take it to the next family and the next. etc. and the last family would be the captain’s family.   

  

 The 2012 “Gather My People Home” annual financial drive will start on Sunday, November 13 

at worship followed with a meal. 

  

 All basket will be returned before Sunday, December 3, as the results will be honored at 

worship. 

  
 If you are going to be on vacation or leaving for sunnier destination for the winter during our 

drive, let us know.   

                           Contact:   

Barb Bement  440-839-2264,  

Dorothy Daniels  

419-588-2268          

or the church office at  

419-588-2102 

  

ñChristian Enlistment  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There is a story   

of a pastor who got up one Sunday and announced to his congregation:  

"I have good news and bad news. The good news is, we have enough money to pay for our new 

building program. The bad news is, it's still out there in your pockets." 
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Oct. 2 Ushers: Grant Coleman, Mike Drake 

    Amy Pogacsnik, Sandy Shively 

  Acolyte: Lanease Cook 

  Liturgist: Linda Phillips 

  

Children's 

Story:   

  Nursery:   

  Coffee Hosts: Congregation 

      

Oct. 9 Ushers: Grant Coleman, Mike Drake 

    Amy Pogacsnik, Sandy Shively 

  Acolyte: Tristen Wikel 

  Liturgist: John Hartman 

  

Children's 

Story: Rev. Gary Proietti 

  Nursery:   

  Coffee Hosts: Deehr/Daniels 

      

Oct. 

16 Ushers: Grant Coleman, Mike Drake 

    Amy Pogacsnik, Sandy Shively 

  Acolyte: Sydney Johnson 

  Liturgist: Confirmation 

  

Children's 

Story: Bob Bement 

  Nursery:   

  Coffee Hosts: Bob & Barb Bement 

  

 

 

     

October Worship Leaders 
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Oct. 

23 Ushers: Grant Coleman, Mike Drake 

    Amy Pogacsnik, Sandy Shively 

  Acolyte: Garryn Snyder 

  Liturgist: Nan Link 

  

Children's 

Story:   

  Nursery:   

  Coffee Hosts:   

      

Oct. 

30 Ushers: Grant Coleman, Mike Drake 

    Amy Pogacsnik, Sandy Shively 

  Acolyte:   

  Liturgist: Pauline Malone 

  

Children's 

Story:   

  Nursery:   

  Coffee Host: Lisa Robson & Becky Coleman 
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October Birthdays and Anniversaries 
 

Oct. 1                Lily Shover 

Oct. 2                Jason & Kristina Carter 

Oct. 3                Ben Bittner 

Oct. 3                Peg Reising 

Oct. 4                Riker Arwood 

Oct. 5                Maddie Frausto 

Oct. 6                Shelia Andrews 

Oct. 6                Rebecca Knittel 

Oct. 9                Nan Link 

Oct. 10              Lisa Robson 

Oct. 11              Bill & Jackie Gammie 

Oct. 12              George & Rebecca Knittel 

Oct. 14              Bob & Barb Bement 

Oct. 14              Dale & Buffy Land 

Oct. 14              Jackie Harward 

Oct. 14              Sue Frausto 

Oct. 15              Dan & Kathy VanBenschoten 

Oct. 16              Tim & Steffani Jamison 

Oct. 17              David Klarer 

Oct. 19              Walter & Luella Tuttle 

Oct. 19              Connor Harper 

Oct. 20              Fran Malone 

Oct. 21              Cameron Deehr 

Oct. 22              Martha Downing 

Oct. 24              Dan Pogacsnik 

Oct. 25              Francis Johns 

Oct. 27              Bill & Cindy Turton 

Oct. 29              Kelsey Schuster 

Oct. 30              Don & Denise Leonard 

Oct. 31              Bryan Kinney 
 

 

 

 

First  Congregational Church and Society 
United Church of Christ 
Reverend Gary Proietti 
5 E. Main Street 
P.O. Box 66 
Berlin Heights, OH 44814 
419-588-2102 
e-mail address: bhcong@frontier.com 
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